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Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

Jan. 4, 1994
MONTANA COMMITTEE FOR THE HUMANITIES
RE-ELECTS OFFICERS, NAMES NEW MEMBERS
MISSOULA The Montana Committee for the Humanities, based at The University of Montana, has five
new members for the new year, and the committee’s chair and vice-chair have been re-elected to
serve for another year.
White Sulphur Springs rancher Jamie Doggett will continue in her role as MCH chair.
Doggett is active across the state as a lobbyist for the Montana Cattlewomen’s Association, rural
supervisor for the Meagher County Conservation District, counselor at Montana Girls’ State and
first vice president of the Montana Federation of Republican Women. She also chairs the Latigo
Rural Development Fund, which gives college scholarships to rural students.
Judy Browning, a Helena attorney, was re-elected vice-chair. Browning is Governor Marc
Racicot’s chief of staff for legal and human services. Her activities focus on Montana’s libraries
and on varied civic, cultural and legal issues throughout the state.
The committee’s board of directors has also gained two new academic members, Rudi
Dietrich of Bozeman and Frederick Gilliard of Great Falls, and three new public members, Harold
J. "Hal" Steams Jr. of Missoula and Dillon, Jennifer Jeffries Thompson of Helena and Germaine
A. White of St Ignatius. All were elected to four-year terms.
Dietrich is a professor of photography in Montana State University’s Department of Film
2nd

Television Bom in Austria, Dietrich has been at MSU since the mid-1960s, first as a student
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and then as a faculty member. He has exhibited his photography throughout the region and is
currently studying the use of computers in photography.
Gilliard, president of the College of Great Falls, recently returned to Montana after holding
academic positions at colleges and universities in Indiana, Connecticut and Michigan. He holds a
bachelor’s degree from Northern Montana College, a master’s from UM and a doctorate from the
University of Utah, all in English literature.
Steams, a social studies teacher at Missoula’s Sentinel High School since 1972, has won
many teaching honors, including the state’s 1986 Teacher of the Year Award and the U S WEST
Outstanding Teacher Award for Montana in 1989.

He holds a bachelor’s degree from the

University of Notre Dame and master’s and doctoral degrees from UM. His father, Harold J.
Steams Sr., was a founding member of MCH.
Thompson, an independent scholar and consultant, is the former curator of education for the
Montana Historical Society. She holds a bachelor’s degree in history from Kalamazoo College in
Michigan and a master’s in that subject from the University of Idaho.
White is the cultural resource program manager for the Flathead Culture Committee. An
enrolled member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, she has held numerous cultural
and educational positions on the Flathead Reservation, including serving as an instructor in SalishKootenai College’s Native American Studies Program. She earned a bachelor’s degree in liberal
studies from UM and recently completed work for a master’s in multicultural/bicultural education at
Eastern Montana College.
The new members will participate in their first full MCH board meeting at Chico Hot
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Spnngs Jan. 28-30. The Montana Committee for the Humanities, founded in 1972, is an affiliate of
the National Endowment tor the Humanities and provides services and grants in support of public
programs in history, literature, philosophy and other humanities disciplines. For more information,
contact the committee at P.O. Box 8036, Missoula 59807; 243-6022.
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